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General impression  
Please describe your stay in 4-5 
sentences 

Lucerne, Switzerland was a fantastic place to stay. It is safe and scenic, with many 
local activities to partake in. Moreover, its central location made it ideal for travelling 
in Europe. The accommodation was also extremely generous, and the staff at the 
University were so helpful and approachable.  

Entry/ arrival in Switzerland 
Immigration formalities, visa  

I arrived in Lucerne in February 2017. Because I am from Singapore, there were no 
visa requirements, although I did have to register my Switzerland address and obtain 
a residence permit.  

Searching for rooms/ accommo-
dation   
Experiences and useful addresses    

The University of Lucerne offered accommodation under JUWO, which was very 
spacious and well equipped. The address is Gerliswilstrasse 10, right next to the 
Emmenbrücke train station, making it very convenient for travel.  

Public transportation  
Train, bus, accessibility of university 
buildings 

We bought the half-fare pass and Gleiss-7 pass right when we entered Switzerland, 
so our transport costs were reduced significantly. For the most part, Swiss transport is 
extremely punctual and efficient, although there were several train faults when we 
were there. The University is located right next to the Lucerne train station, making it 
very accessible.  

Prearrangements   
Registration for courses, language 
tests, academic records 

Registration for courses was easy, as we just had to email the University in order to 
register. The courses are taught in English, so there was no need for language tests. 

Information on the university 
Location, size, infrastructure 

The University has a very modern design and is located right beside the Lucerne train 
station. The classrooms are spacious and well equipped, the only flaw being that 
there may not be power outlets to charge the computer during class.  

German course at the University 
”German Short Course“ visited? 
Content of course, use? 

The German short course was useful in teaching us some basic German. After the 
classes, I was able to vaguely understand the train station announcements, which 
was very useful. However, do not expect to be fluent in German just from this course, 
as it covers only the basics.  

Studying at the university  
Content of lectures, credits,  
assessments 

The courses offered at Lucerne are great. They largely have to do with International 
law, which made it very interesting and also applicable universally. Credit transfer 
was no issue as we had very clear instructions, and the assessments are handled 
fairly well.  

Assistance at the university  
Mobility Coordinator, International 
Relations Office, student advisors, 

The International Relations Office at Lucerne is very friendly and helpful. They pro-
vided us with all the necessary information about the procedures we had to complete 
in Switzerland, and organize many events to enrich us about Swiss culture/life. I am 
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mentors, contact with other students  really thankful for all their assistance, and they truly made my experience in Switzer-
land much smoother and better.  

Budgeting 
Living costs, study material,  
money transfer  

The living costs in Switzerland is definitely on the higher end on the scale. Groceries 
is expensive, and so are printing and study materials. Money withdrawal, however, is 
very easy. One can simply withdraw money using their foreign cards from the local 
ATMs, or open a bank account with the local banks for money transfer.  

Living/ leisure 
Meeting places, sports, culture   
 

Lucerne is full of communal places, such as by the lake or the river at Emmenbrücke. 
The University also provides many opportunities for sports, as it has a structured 
program with specific days for different sports for students to enjoy. Switzerland is 
particularly known for its skiing facilities, and the snow sports scene there is very 
good. In terms of culture, the vibe in Lucerne is very cheerful and there are always 
great events to see.  

Comparison  
What is better/ worse at the Univer-
sity of Lucerne as compared to your 
home university? 

The mobility coordinator in Lucerne is definitely better than the one at my Home 
University. There are also much better opportunities for sports here at Lucerne. On 
the downside, my Home University has a larger and better library.  

Reasons  
Why did you choose to complete an 
exchange semester at the University 
of Lucerne?    

The main reason was for travel – Lucerne is located right in the middle of Europe, 
making it ideal for travelling within Europe. The secondary reason is the courses 
offered – Lucerne courses are uniquely oriented to international law, which is very 
interesting, and also taught entirely in English.  

Duration  
Looking back, was the duration of 
your stay here: 

  too short                                too long                                just right         
 

 
 


