Fiscal effects of immigration to Switzerland

We assess the the net impact of immigration on the Swiss fiscal position between 2003 and
2017 thus focusing on the period since the introduction of the free movement of persons
with the European Union. Our findings indicate that origin matters from a fiscal point of
view. While immigrants from northern European countries have made a positive fiscal
contribution throughout the observation period, contribution by immigrants from (South-
)Jeastern Europe and the rest of the world has been negative. Natives and immigrants from
southern European countries have made slightly negative contributions.



