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For more than fifty years, since the publication in 1963 of my first book Action, Emotion 
and Will, I have been reflecting on the relationship between determinism and human 
freedom. In Will, Freedom and Power (1975) I argued that free will was compatible with 
determinism at the level of physics. In The God of the Philosophers  (1976) I argued that 
human moral autonomy was incompatible with theological determinism: if God has in-
fallible knowledge of future free actions, then he cannot avoid being the author of sin. I 
next turned from the realm of physics and theology to consider the relation between 
randomness and choice in the area of the humanities. The Aristotelian Ethics (1978) ad-
dressed an ancient problem: to which of Aristotle’s ethical treatises, the Eudemian or 
the Nicomachean, do those books belong that appear in the manuscripts of both texts? 
I offered a solution based on a statistical study of the style of the disputed books. This 
was relevant to my ongoing interest in determinism, because the choice of words by 
the writer of a book is a free human action if there is any such thing; yet, as my study 
showed, firm statistical regularities can be detected in a literary text. 

In this lecture I intend to return to the topic one last time, in the light of recent develop-
ments in evolutionary biology. My colleague Denis Noble in A Dance to the Tune of Life 
(2016) shows how, in the world of biology, systems at a higher level harness stochas-
ticity (randomness) at a lower level. This is done in a manner parallel to the way in which 
an author harnesses the stochasticity of the alphabet to express original intellectual 
ideas. Noble shows how causal constraints operate downwards as well as upwards, and 
in the light of this reciprocity of causal influences I wish to revisit my earlier discus-
sions of the psychological and theological problems concerning freedom.  Finally I will 
inquire how far these issues are relevant to problems of political liberty.
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