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Education 

2003 Habilitation (Venia Legendi for Sociology), University of Trier, Germany, ‘Inclusion, 

Exclusion and Persons’ 

 
1997 Dissertation (PhD) at the University of Bielefeld, Germany, ‘Literacy and the Emergence of 

Society’, advisors: Prof. Niklas Luhmann, Prof. Alois Hahn 

 
1987 Diploma in Sociology at the University of Bielefeld, Germany, ‘Habitus and Context.  

A Critical Contribution to Bourdieu’s Social Theory’, advisor: Prof. Karin Knorr-Cetina 

 
1982-1984 Studies at the École des hautes études en sciences sociales in Paris, directors: Pierre 

Bourdieu and Luc Boltanski, France 

 
1980 Scholarship holder of the Protestant Science Foundation Villigst 

 

1980-1987 Studies in Sociology and Philosophy at the University of Bielefeld, Germany, and the EHESS, 

Paris, France 

 
Professional Positions 
 

2009-present Member of the board of directors of the National Centre of Competence in Research, 

NCCR: eikones, University of Basel, (phase II: 2009-2013; phase III: 2013-2017) 

 

2008-2011 Head of Department, Institute of Sociology, University of Lucerne, Switzerland 

 

2006-present Professor of General Sociology, University of Lucerne, Switzerland 

 

2006 Tenure for a full professorship for Sociological Theory - including its fundamental 

epistemology, Martin-Luther-University Halle-Wittenberg, Germany, (offer was refused) 

 

2004-06 Associate Professor of Sociology at the Department of Sociology, University of Lucerne, 

Switzerland 

 

2003-04 Substitute Professorship for General Sociology/Sociological Theory at the University of 

Bielefeld, Germany 
 

 



 
 
 
 

 
 

 

1997-2003 Assistant Professor at the chair of Sociology of Prof. Alois Hahn, University of Trier, 

Germany. Lectures in the areas of Sociological Theory, Historical Sociology and Semantic 

Analyses, Theory of Society, French Sociology and Research, Germany 

 
1996 Chercheur associé [Research Associate], CNRS, University of Strasbourg, France, (Faculté 

des Sciences Sociales, Pratiques Sociales et Développement, Research project: ‘La 

différenciation sociale’ [Social Differentiation], France 

 
1989-1995 Research Assistant at the chair for Macro-Sociology, University of Mannheim, Germany, 

teaching activity in Sociological Theory, Germany 

 
1987-1989 Research position at the Faculty of Sociology, University of Bielefeld, Germany 

 

Grant Related Positions and Visiting Appointments 

 
2015 Fellow at the Institute for Advanced Study, University of Constance, Germany 

 
2014 Visiting Professor at Toyo University, Tokyo, Japan 

 

2009-present Member of the board of directors of the National Centre of Competence in Research, 

NCCR: eikones, University of Basel, funded by SNF, Switzerland 

 

2009 Visiting Scholar, University of Chicago, USA (spring term), funded by the SNF 

 

2007 Visiting Professor at the University of Constance, funded by the DFG, Germany 

 

2002 Visiting Scholar, Stanford University, USA, funded by the DFG, Germany 

 

2001-2004 Project leader of sub-project C4 ‘Patterns of Inclusion and Exclusion and Semantics of 

Strangeness’ SFB 600, University of Trier, funded by the DFG 

 

2002 Founding member of the SFB 600, University of Trier, funded by the DFG 

 

2000-2001 Member of the development group for a special research focus on ‘Fremdheit und Armut’. 

[Strangeness and poverty. Change of Forms of Inclusion and Exclusion from Antiquity to 

the Present], SFB 600, University of Trier, Germany 

 

1988 EC Summer University Fellowship, Berlin, Germany 

 

Professional Services 

2006-present Co-Editor, SOZIALE SYSTEME, Zeitschrift für Soziologische Theorie 
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