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 Abstract

In 1999, the norm of defamation of religions emerged in the United Nations (UN) Com-
mission on Human Rights in the form of a non-binding resolution. The purpose of this 
political document was to reduce intolerance and discrimination against religious peo-
ple and religions around the world. The norm of defamation of religions originated from 
the Organisation of Islamic Conference, whose initial draft focused exclusively on 
 Islam. Initially, defamation of religion attracted widespread support. In 2004, the UN 
Special Rapporteur on Racism considered defamation of religion as a form of racism. In 
2008, the UN Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Expression was mandated to follow up 
on the violation of this norm. It was then increasingly opposed by the so-called Western 
countries and finally abandoned and transformed into «incitement to religious hatred» 
in 2010–2011. Drawing on discourse analysis of UN sources, the keynote lecture high-
lights the strategies attempting to redefine international human rights law from the 
protection of individuals (including religious people) to mythical communities (Islam, 
Christianity…).
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