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Telling stories with Data
A Hands-on Introduction to Data Journalism

Instructors

Dr Ivo Bantel, Dr Markus Kollberg

Organization

Digital Skills, University of Lucerne

Language English

ECTS-Points | 1.5

Contact lumacss@unilu.ch
Online

Dates and Sat 31 May 2025 (Day 1)

time Fri 06 Jun 2025 (Day 2)

9:30-17:00

FROHBURGSTRASSE 3
P.0.BOX 4466
6002 LUCERNE
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Content

The course will teach the relevant skills to adequately present data-driven
stories. Using the R programming language, we will teach and apply the
relevant skills for students to embark on the journey to become data
journalists.

R offers plenty of packages to for almost every task — data collection, data
cleaning, data analysis, and data visualization. We will teach everything
you need to know for a narrative-focused data analysis and pay equal
attention to thorough, well-documented data analysis and its accessible,
clear presentation.

This course consists of three parts:
Part 1 (Day 1):
- Introduction
- Overview of the data journalism process
- Working with structured and unstructured data
- Outlook to projects
Part 2 (Time between course dates)
- Hands-on project
Part 3 (Day 2):
Presentation of projects
Feedback
Insights from practitioner
Outlook

Prerequisites/

Students must have prior basic knowledge of the R programming
language. Prior data manipulation and visualization skills are helpful.

Students should, at the outset of the course, have installed the following
software and packages on their computer: R (programming language),

Materials RStudio (IDE), tidyverse and quanteda (R packages).
Students must also have filled in the following form to allow the instructors
to prepare for the course: https://forms.gle/EmfQHBW6urhGf9yG6
The course combines teaching, work in small groups and for individual
participants. It centers on teaching skills and their application.

-rl;‘eeatf‘g':g Students will benefit (most) if they actively participate, bring own

examples, and engage with the content and the project.
The data project is a prerequisite for course completion.
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