
What Kind of Thing is One’s Birth? Kinship, Progeneration, and Relations 
 

In Part III of Kin Matters (Oxford University Press, 2026), I develop what I call The 
Progenerative View of kinship, according to which kinship is the cultural elaboration 
of reproductive, biological, and genealogical relations.  Part of my case for this view 
relies on a distinction between progenerative and other facts about kinship.  Key 
such progenerative facts concern birth.  In this talk, I focus in on progenerative facts 
about birth in order to raise some more general questions about the study of kinship 
and kin matters. 

 


