
Lucerne Master Class 2019 
With Prof. Dr. Eva Illouz  
Rose Isaac Chair of Sociology at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem / 
l'École des hautes études en sciences sociales, Paris

The Paradoxes of Capitalism and Emotions  
September 23rd – September 27th, 2019, University of Lucerne 
Venue: Hotel Seeburg, Lucerne 

Graduate School of Humanities and Social Sciences 





Contents: 

Welcome!  4

Organization 5

Preparation 6

Eva Illouz 7
 
Olivier Voirol (Invited Scholar at Guest Session) 9
 
Martin Hartmann (Main Organizer) 10 

Program Overview 11

Detailed Program 12
Monday 12
Tuesday 13
Wednesday 14
Thursday 15
Friday 15

Participants and Projects  18
Buril, Bárbara 18
Degel, Alexander 20
Deig, Stephanie 22
Eberle, Martina  24
Hossain, Nina 26
Jolissaint, Robin 28
Kastner, Benedikt 30
Krüger, Anne-Maika 32
Metze, Miriam 34
Moullin, Sophie 36
Sieber, Judith 38
Strack, Laura 40
Strumbl, Melanie 42
Wyss, Sabrina 44

 
Notes 46

3



4

Welcome!

Dear Participants

We are pleased to welcome you in Lucerne for the fifth Lucerne Master Class titled «The Para-
doxes of Capitalism and Emotions» from September 23rd – 27th, 2019.

Running annually from 2015–2019 under the general topic The Culture of Markets, the Graduate 
School of Humanities and Social Sciences (GSL) at the University of Lucerne is hosting a series 
of Master Classes, all of which offer the opportunity to analyze a variety of virulent problems in 
the market through a range of scientific perspectives. 

We wish you all an inspiring and pleasant time at the University of Lucerne and we are looking 
forward to spending this week with you. 

Yours sincerely, 

Prof. Dr. Martin Hartmann
Professor of Philosophy, Chair for Practical Philosophy at the University of Lucerne. Associate 
member of the Board of the Graduate School of Humanities and Social Sciences at the University of 
Lucerne (GSL) 

Dr. Christina Cavedon  
Managing Director, GSL

M.A. Sarah Kaiser
Senior Scientific Assistant, GSL 

Michael Widmer
Scientific Assistant, GSL

Viola Müller
Secretary, GSL

         The Lucerne Master Class is generously supported by the Mercator Foundation Switzerland
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Organization

For questions during the Master Class, please contact either Sarah or Christina
Sarah:  
Christina: 

Travel expenses
We kindly ask you to hand in all expense receipts and travel tickets (original travel documents) 
and a filled in disbursement form after your return home. Thank you very much! Disbursement 
forms will be distributed during the Master Class. 

Location 
The Lucerne Master Class 2019 takes place in the panorama meeting room at Hotel Seeburg in Lucerne.

Hotel Seeburg 
Seeburgstrasse 53–61
6006 Lucerne
Switzerland
T +41 41 375 55 55

How to get to Lucerne
To get to Lucerne from the airport, please have a look at the timetables of the Swiss Railway:
www.sbb.ch/en/home.html

At Zurich Airport, for example, it takes you about 10 minutes to get from the baggage claim area 
to the train station underground. 

How to get to Hotel Seeburg from the train station
• 10 minutes by bus No. 24 to «Hotel Seeburg». Timetables: www.vbl.ch
• 45 minutes on foot along the lakeside promenade

Trip to the greater Lucerne area on Wednesday
Please bring a pair of good walking shoes, rain gear, and warm clothes with you, as we will go up 
to a higher altitude. 
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Syllabus for Text Sessions

Text Session 1: Defining Capitalism. The Capitalist Project as a Paradox

«Self-interest,» instrumental reason, separation of private sphere and market, intensification 
of emotional life. The making of the emotional consumer; marketing science as a science of the 
soul and the human being.
•  Hirschman, Albert O. (1977). The Passions and the Interests – Political Arguments for Capitalism 

before Its Triumph. Princeton. Part One [60 pages].
•  Levine, David (2013 [1977]). Family Formation in an Age of Nascent Capitalism. Elsevier. Intro-

duction and chapter 6 [27 pages].

Text Session 2: Consumer Culture: Transcending the Commodity through Meaning

Romantic love, and intimate bonds as the key motive of consumer culture. The emergence of the 
romantic category; emergence of consumer spaces as romantic resorts; romantic restaurants.
•  Illouz, Eva (1997). Consuming the Romantic Utopia. University of California Press, Chap. 1, «Con-

structing the Romantic Utopia»; Chap. 4, «An All Consuming Love» [60 pages].
•  Boden, Sharon (2003). «Chapter 5 – The wedding fantasy: Consuming Emotions on the Big Day» 

in Consumerism, Romance, and the Wedding Experience, Houndmills and New York, 2003, 103–127 
[24 pages].

Text Session 3: Emotions as Commodities: The Emodity 

The use and role of Emotions in Organizations; Ideologies of Happiness as promoted by states and 
corporations.
• Illouz, Eva (2004). Cold Intimacies. Polity Press [144 pages].
•  Illouz, Eva (2017) Emotions as Commodities: Capitalism, Consumption and Authenticity.  

Routledge, chapters 2 and 3 [45 pages].

Text Session 4: The Paradoxes of Choice: Tinder and Other Confusing Sites

•  Illouz, Eva (2018). Warum Liebe endet. Suhrkamp, chapter 3 [52 pages]. 
-> Alternatively: Draft of English translation (forbidden to be forwarded – see disclaimer on first 
page)

•  Illouz, Eva (2012). Why Love Hurts. Polity Press, chapter 6 [40 pages].
• Salecl, Renata (2011). The Tyranny of Choice. Verso, chapter 3 [21 pages].
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Eva Illouz

EVA ILLOUZ was born in Morocco, educated in France, and re-
ceived her higher degrees from the Hebrew University in Je-
rusalem and the Annenberg School for Communication at the 
University of Pennsylvania. She is Rose Isaac Chair of Sociol-
ogy at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem and a member of 
the Center for the Study of Rationality, and holds a Chair of 
Excellence at the School for Advanced Studies in the Social 
Sciences in Paris. Her oeuvre (see list below) includes many 
groundbreaking publications on capitalism and emotions. She 
has served as a visiting professor at Northwestern Univer-
sity, Princeton University, the School for Advanced Studies in 
the Social Sciences in Paris (École des hautes études en sci-
ences sociales), a fellow at the Institute for Advanced Study, 
Berlin (Wissenschaftskolleg zu Berlin), and most recently 
a Fellow at the Institute for Advanced Study in Princeton. In 

2009, Die Zeit lauded her as one of the 12 thinkers most likely to «change the thought of tomor-
row». She is the recipient of many prizes and honors. Just last year she received the E.M.E.T. 
award, the highest scientific distinction in Israel, and was made Chevalier de la Legion d’Honneur 
in France. 

Selected Writing by Eva Illouz 

Monographs:
•  Illouz, Eva. Unloving: A Sociology of Negative Relations. Oxford University Press, forthcom-

ing (appeared first in German under the title: Warum Liebe endet – Eine Soziologie negativer 
Beziehungen. Berlin: Suhrkamp Verlag, 2018.).

•  Illouz, Eva. Is it possible to be a Jewish Intellectual? – Sociological essays on Israel. Berlin: 
Suhrkamp Verlag, 2015.

•  Illouz, Eva. Hard Core Romance: Fifty Shades of Grey, Best Sellers and Society. Chicago: Univer-
sity of Chicago Press, 2014.

•  Illouz, Eva. Why Love Hurts: A Sociological Explanation. Cambridge: Polity Press, 2012.
•  Illouz, Eva. Saving the Modern Soul Therapy, Emotions, and the Culture of SelfHelp. Berkeley: 

University of California Press, 2008.
•  Illouz, Eva. Cold Intimacies: The Making of Emotional Capitalism. Cambridge: Polity Press, 2007.
•  Illouz, Eva. Oprah Winfrey and the Glamour of Misery: An Essay on Popular Culture. New York: 

Columbia University Press, 2003.
•  Illouz, Eva. The Culture of Capitalism (in Hebrew). Israel University Broadcast, 2002.
•  Illouz, Eva. Consuming the Romantic Utopia: Love and Cultural Contradictions of Capitalism. 

Berkeley: University of California Press, 1997.

Edited and Co-authored Books:
•  Illouz, Eva (Ed.). Emotions as Commodities: Capitalism, Consumption and Authenticity. New 

York: Routledge, 2018.
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•  Illouz, Eva, Edgar Cabanas. Happycracy: How the Industry of Happiness controls our lives. Cam-
bridge: Polity Press, forthcoming (appeared first in French under the title: Happycratie: Com-
ment l’Industrie du Bonheur contrôle notre. Paris: Premier Parallèle Editeur, 2018.).

Articles in Journals (selection):
•  Illouz, Eva; Dromi Shai. «Recovering Morality.» New Literary History, Vol. 41, No. 2 (Spring 

2010), pp. 351-369.
•  Illouz, Eva; Shoshana Finkelman. «An Odd and Inseparable Couple: Emotion and Rationality in 

Partner Selection.» Theory and Society, Vol. 38, No. 4 (Jul. 2009), pp. 401-422. 
•  Illouz, Eva. «Emotions, Consumption, Imagination: A New Research Agenda.» Journal of Con-

sumer Culture, Vol. 9, No. 3 (2009), pp. 377-413. 

Topic Lucerne Master Class: The Paradoxes of Capitalism 
and Emotions 

For economists capitalism is the organization of economic exchange in a marketplace regulated by 
supply and demand in which actors plan their moves rationally. For traditional sociologists it is a so-
cial organization which disentangles the economy from normative systems and creates a vast process 
of rationalization of the economy and of ordinary action. But capitalism has proved to be, and curi-
ously so, a fantastic machine to produce, control, and commodify emotions. The process of commodi-
fication of emotions is pervasive and endemic to the history and sociology of capitalism.

This Lucerne Master Class will examine the ways in which emotions were made into intrinsic dimen-
sions of the workplace and of the consumer sphere. It examines this process by studying the para-
doxes produced by this historical juncture of emotions and capitalism. Five main paradoxes are exam-
ined:

1)  The emergence of capitalism was accompanied by the institutionalization of self-interest; yet it 
also marked the emergence of a private sphere saturated with emotions.

2)  The leisure industries and the sciences of marketing targeted the social actor as a hedonic subject, 
thus commodifying desire and subjectivity. This has in turn intensified the romantic bond.

3)  Capitalism has produced a new form of commodity, the emodity, or emotional commodity. Emodi-
ties have in turn made authenticity into the chief moral vector for the development of the self.

4)  Happiness psychologists and economists have joined forces to change policy and introduce «hap-
piness indexes» to measure the state of the nation. Happiness – once thought to be a radical de-
mand of the Enlightenment – is now joining forces with neo-liberalism to transform notions of self-
hood and privatize risk.

5)  Choice is the key legitimating motive of capitalism; yet choice increasingly undermines the very 
notion of rational subjectivity which was supposed to have been at the heart of the rational sub-
ject.
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Public Talk at the Lucerne Master Class 2019

What is Capitalist Subjectivity?

When: Tuesday, September 24th, 6.15 – 8 p.m.
Where: University of Lucerne, Frohburgstrasse 3, 6002 Lucerne, Room HS 9

Who and what is the modern subject constitutes the central question of post World War II phi-
losophy and sociology and has been given a treatment that is almost as large as the discipline 
of sociology itself. It is undoubtedly Michel Foucault who has most contributed to the inquiry 
about the constitution of subjectivity yet has done so by curiously sapping the very notion of 
the subject, drawing a large fresco of the genealogy and archeology of the modern sciences 
which according to him constitute the subject, notably, medicine, the science of sexuality, psy-
chiatry and disciplinary techniques that assisted in governmentality, statistics and demography. 
In this talk, Eva Illouz takes distance from Foucault’s approach in at least two ways: Foucault 
neglected the economy because discursivity had to make a clean break with materialism and 
because the will to power was exercised through knowledge and not through ordinary economic 
self-interests. More exactly, for Foucault, capitalism was yet another site for the deployment of 
disciplining processes and techniques. He thus vastly under-evaluated the ways in which forms 
of knowledge and techniques of bio-power could derive directly from and be directly instrumen-
tal to the market. Moreover, Foucault’s method was on the whole rather uninterested in the self 
as the locus of desires, volition and emotions.

Based on the recent science of happiness Eva Illouz will show how scientific paradigms become 
quickly incorporated in capitalist markets and modes of thinking and reshape the tool box of 
subjectivity.
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Invited Scholar at Guest Session

Olivier Voirol

Olivier Voirol is Senior Lecturer at the University of Lausanne 
and associated member of the Institut für Sozialforschung 
(IfS) in Frankfurt am Main. He received his M.A. (in social sci-
ences) from the University of Lausanne in 1997 and his Ph.D. 
(in sociology) from the École des hautes Etudes en Sciences 
Sociales in Paris in 2005. After his studies in social scienc-
es and philosophy in Switzerland, France and Germany, he 
worked as researcher at the IfS and the EHESS (Paris). From 
2006, he was an assistant professor in the department of po-

litical and social science in Lausanne, where he became Senior Lecturer in 2010. He also was a 
visiting professor in Neuchâtel, Paris 8-Vincennes, São Paulo. His areas of reaserch and teaching 
are contemporary social theory, sociology and social philosophy (with special focus on German 
social theory, Critical Theory, marxism as well as pragmatism). He devoted numerous texts to 
the topics of media, culture, communication, and recognition in Critical Theory. His current re-
search interests are the transformations of the public sphere, the question of recognition and 
value theory, affects and technologies in digital capitalism. He also currently works on the «pa-
thologies of the public sphere».

Selected Works by Olivier Voirol

•  Voirol, Olivier. «Communication in Critical Theory (Frankfurt School)», in: Reimagining Communication: 
Meaning. Volume 1, ed. by Michael Filimowicz and Veronika Tzankova, London-New York, Routledge, 
2019. 161-194. (forthcoming).

•  Voirol, Olivier, Elsa Gimenez. «Agitators Online. Introduction to special report: The internet of the ex-
treme rights», in Réseaux. Technology, Society, Communication, Cairn International Edition, 2018.

•  Voirol, Olivier. «De la raison sensible. Reconnaissance et expérience religieuse», in: Pluralisme et recon-
naissance. Face à la diversité religieuse, ed. by Irène Becci, Christophe Monnot, Olivier Voirol Rennes, 
PUR, 2018. 45-71.

•  Voirol, Olivier, Kai Dröge. «Kapitalistische Liebesformen. Online Dating und die produktive Spannung 
zwischen romantischer Liebe und ökonomischer Rationalisierung», in Kapitalismus als Lebensform? 
Deutungsmuster, Legitimation und Kritik in der Marktgesellschaft, Sachweh, Patrick, Münnich, Sascha 
(eds.), Wiesbaden, VS Verlag für Sozialwissenschaften, 2017. 165-185.

•  Voirol, Olivier. «Une critique immanente de la communication sociale. Sur quelques potentiels de 
l’approche honnéthienne», in: Réseaux, no. 193, 2015. 43-77.

•  Voirol, Olivier. «Die immanente Kritik der Medienkultur. Zur Aktualität von Walter Benjamins Ansatz», in 
Immanente Kritik heute. Grundlagen und Aktualität eines sozialphilosophischen Begriffs, José M. Rome-
ro (ed.), Bielefeld, Transkript Verlag, 2014. 79-93.

•  Voirol, Olivier, Kai Dröge. «Prosumer der Gefühle. Zum emotionalen Produktionsregime des Web 2.0 am 
Beispiel von Online Dating Plattformen», in: Österreichische Zeitschrift für Soziologie, Schwerpunktheft 
«Kommodifizierung von Gefühlen», 38/2, 2013. 185-202.
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Main Organizer

Martin Hartmann

Prof. Dr. Martin Hartmann has been the initiator and main or-
ganizer of the Lucerne Master Class since the kick-off event 
with Nancy Fraser in 2013 and all regular Lucerne Master 
Classes since 2015. He has been Professor of Philosophy 
with a focus in Practical Philosophy at the University of Lu-
cerne since 2011. He studied philosophy, comparative litera-
ture, and sociology at the University of Konstanz, the London 
School of Economics, and the Freie Universität Berlin. In 2001 
he received a doctoral degree for his dissertation «Die Krea-

tivität der Gewohnheit. Grundzüge einer pragmatistischen Demokratietheorie» [«The Creativity of 
Habit. Foundations of a Pragmatist Theory of Democracy»] at Goethe University Frankfurt. At the 
same university, he finished his habilitation on «Trust» in 2009. In addition to his activities as 
a research associate at the Department of Philosophy of the Goethe University Frankfurt, Mar-
tin Hartmann was also working at the Institute for Social Research in Frankfurt. In 2018/9, he 
was Fellow at the Institute for Advanced Study in Princeton. In earlier years he was guest re-
searcher at the University of Chicago and the Maison des Sciences de l’Homme in Paris, and was 
a substitute professor at the Otto von Guericke University Magdeburg, the Technical University 
Darmstadt, and the Goethe University Frankfurt. 
Martin Hartmann is an associated member of the Board of the Graduate School of Humanities 
and Social Sciences at the University of Lucerne as well as the scientific program director of the 
Executive MAS «Philosophy + Management» at the University of Lucerne. 

Selected Works by Martin Hartmann

Monographs
•  Hartmann, Martin. Die Praxis des Vertrauens. Berlin: Suhrkamp Verlag, 2011.
• Hartmann, Martin. Gefühle: Wie die Wissenschaften sie erklären. 2nd and updated edition. Frankfurt am 

Main: Campus Verlag, 2010 [2005].
• Hartmann, Martin. Die Kreativität der Gewohnheit: Grundzüge einer pragmatistischen Demokratietheorie. 

Frankfurt am Main: Campus Verlag, 2003.

Articles / Book Contributions
•  Hartmann, Martin. «Zur Verteidigung des Neids.» Merkur. Deutsche Zeitschrift für europäisches Denken, 

no. 840, 2019, pp. 85–91.
•  Hartmann, Martin. «Vorsicht, Vorsicht und nochmals Vorsicht? Zur Auseinandersetzung um den Begriff 

und das Phänomen des Neoliberalismus.» WestEnd. Neue Zeitschrift für Sozialforschung, vol. 15, no. 1, 
2018, pp. 143–152.

•  Hartmann, Martin. «Why the Biblical Prophets Would Have Appreciated (Critical) Theory: Continuing Mi-
chael Walzer’s Debate with the Frankfurt School. In: Michael Kühnlein (ed.). Exodus, Exilpolitik und Rev-
olution: Zur Politischen Theologie Michael Walzers. Tübingen: Mohr Siebeck, 2017. 241-259.

•  Hartmann, Martin. «A Comedy We Believe in: A Further Look at Sartre’s Theory of Emotions.» European 
Journal of Philosophy 25.1 (2017): 144-172.

•  Hartmann, Martin. «Invisible Hand and Impartial Spectator: The Adam Smith Problem Reconsidered.» In: 
Hans-Christoph Schmidt am Busch (ed.). Die Philosophie des Marktes. Hamburg: Meiner, 2016. 49-69.
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Program Overview 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 23RD

Afternoon 

11:30–12:30 Registration and Welcome Coffee

12:30–13:00 Welcome 

13:00–13:30 Introduction of individual members

13:30–15:00 Work and Life of Eva Illouz 

15:00–15:30 Coffee break 

15:30–17:30 Presentation of PhD projects Session I

Evening off Come join us at the hotel bar if you’d like to (starting 8.30 p.m.)

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 24TH

Morning 9:00–12:30 Text session I

Lunch 12:30–14:00 Lunch at Restaurant Seeburg 

Afternoon 

14:00–16:00 Presentation of PhD projects Session II 

16.00–18:00 Coffee break and transfer to the University Main Building 

18:15–20:00 Public lecture Eva Illouz

Evening 20:00– Dinner at Restaurant Helvetia

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 25TH

Morning 9:00–12.00 Text Session II

Afternoon & 
erly evening

13:00– Organized Trip / Activities, followed by dinner

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 26TH

Morning

9:15–10:30 Presentation of PhD projects Session III

10:30–11:00 Coffee break 

11:00–12:30 Guest Session

Lunch 12:30–14:00 Lunch at Restaurant Seeburg

Afternoon 14:00–18:00 Text session III

Evening Off

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 27TH

Morning & 
early afternoon

8:30–12:30 Text session IV

12:30–13:00 Final Discussion

13:00– Lunch at Hotel Seeburg
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Detailed Program

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 23RD 

Afternoon 

11:30–12:30 Registration and Welcome Coffee

12:30–13:00
Welcome
Martin Hartmann and organizers 
Introduction to the Master Class week by Eva Illouz

13:00–13:30 Introduction of individual members

13:30–15:00 Work and Life of Eva Illouz

15:00–15:30 Coffee break

15:30–17:30

Presentation of PhD projects Session I
Martina Eberle: «Regimes of Harmonization – An Ethnography 
of Corporate Practices in the Global Financial Industry»
 
Alexander Degel: «Conduct of Life of Management Consul-
tants as a Prototype of Postmodern, Neoliberal Subjects»

Sophie Moullin: «The Self in Socio-Economic Stratification»

Evening off Optional get-together at the hotel bar (starting 8:30 p.m.)

The Lucerne Master Class 2019 takes place at the panorama meeting room at Hotel Seeburg in
Lucerne.
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Detailed Program 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 24TH

Morning 9:00–12:30

Text session I
«Defining Capitalism. The Capitalist Project as a Paradox»
•  Hirschman, Albert O. (1977). The Passions and the Inte-

rests – Political Arguments for Capitalism before Its Triumph. 
Princeton. Part One.

•  Levine, David (2013 [1977]). Family Formation in an Age of 
Nascent Capitalism. Elsevier. Introduction and chapter 6.

Lunch 12:30–14:00 Lunch at Restaurant Seeburg 

Afternoon 
14:00–16:00

Presentation of PhD projects Session II 
Nina Hossain: «Emotions and Emotional Work in the Political 
Field: An Analysis from a Sociological Perspective Focusing on 
Work and Gender»

Bárbara Buril: «Lacking the Social: Subjects between mistrust 
and resentment in neoliberalism»

Stephanie Deig: «Toward a Feminist Theory of Rights»

16.00–18:00 Coffee break and transfer to the main university building 

18.15–20:00

Public lecture Eva Illouz
«What is Capitalist Subjectivity?»

University of Lucerne 
Frohburgstrasse 3, 6002 Lucerne 
Room HS 9

Evening 20:00– Dinner at Restaurant Helvetia in Lucerne

University of Lucerne 
Frohburgstrasse 3
Lucerne
Switzerland
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Detailed Program

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 25TH

Morning 9:00–12:00

Text Session II
«Consumer Culture: Transcending the Commodity through 
Meaning»
•  Illouz, Eva (1997). Consuming the Romantic Utopia. Univer-

sity of California Press, Chap. 1, «Constructing the Roman-
tic Utopia»; Chap. 4, «An All Consuming Love».

•  Boden, Sharon (2003). «Chapter 5 – The wedding fantasy: 
Consuming Emotions on the Big Day» in Consumerism, 
Romance, and the Wedding Experience, Houndmills and New 
York, 2003, 103-127.

Afternoon & 
early evening

13:00–

Organized Trip / Activities  

By ship from «Lucerne Verkehrshaus-Lido» to Alpnachstad. 
Up to Mount Pilatus (Kulm) with the World’s steepest cog-
wheel railway. 
Leisure time on Mount Pilatus. 
Going back to Lucerne on the new aerial cableway and the 
«Panorama» gondolas. 

Please bring a pair of good walking shoes, rain gear, and 
warm clothes with you, as there might be cold winds on top 
of Mount Pilatus. 

Dinner at Restaurant Pfistern (Pfisterstube) in Lucerne



16

Detailed Program

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 26TH

Morning

9:15–10:30

Presentations of PhD projects Session III
Benedikt Kastner: «The Construction of Authenticity in Mind-
fulness Apps. Transcultural processes of transformation in 
relation to the conceptualization of brands, consumption and 
self-optimization»

Sabrina Wyss: «Narrating Addiction Prevention:
How Addiction Prevention Service Providers Construct Risk»

10:30–11:00 Coffee Break

11:00–12:30
Guest Session with Olivier Voirol
«Is There such a Thing as ‘Emotional Capitalism’?

Lunch 12:30–14:00 Lunch at Restaurant Seeburg 

Afternoon 14:00–18:00

Text session III
«Emotions as Commodities: The Emodity»
•  Illouz, Eva (2004). Cold Intimacies. Polity Press.
•  Illouz, Eva (2017) Emotions as Commodities: Capitalism, 

Consumption and Authenticity. Routledge, chapters 2 and 3.

Evening off

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 27TH 

Morning & 
early afternoon

8:30–12:30

Text session IV
«The Paradoxes of Choice: Tinder and Other Confusing Sites»
•  Illouz, Eva (2018). Warum Liebe endet. Suhrkamp, chapter 3.
-> Alternatively: Draft of English translation (forbidden to be 
forwarded – see disclaimer on first page)
•  Illouz, Eva (2012). Why Love Hurts. Polity Press, chapter 6 
•  Salecl, Renata (2011). The Tyranny of Choice. Verso, chapter 3.

12:30–13:00 Final Discussion

Lunch 13.00– Lunch at Hotel Seeburg
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Participants and Projects 

Name, Affiliation Discipline(s) Project 

Buril, Bárbara
Federal University of Santa Cata-
rina, UFSC, Brazil/ Guest Doctoral 
Researcher University of Lucerne 
2019/20

Philosophy LACKING THE SOCIAL: SUBJECTS BETWEEN 
MISTRUST AND RESENTMENT IN NEOLIBERALISM

Degel, Alexander
Helmut Schmidt University of 
Hamburg, Germany

Sociology CONDUCT OF LIFE OF MANAGEMENT CONSULTANTS 
AS A PROTOTYPE OF POSTMODERN, NEOLIBERAL 
SUBJECTS: AN EMPIRICAL STUDY ON THE EFFECTS 
OF ECONOMIZATION ON LIFE CONDUCT AND INDI-
VIDUAL AND INSTITUTIONALIZED PSYCHODYNAMIC 
DEFENSE MECHANISM

Deig, Stephanie
University of Lucerne, Switzerland

Philosophy TOWARD A FEMINIST THEORY OF RIGHTS

Eberle, Martina
University of Bern, Switzerland

Social 
Anthropology

REGIMES OF HARMONIZATION – AN ETHNOGRAPHY 
OF CORPORATE PRACTICES IN THE GLOBAL FINAN-
CIAL INDUSTRY

Hossain, Nina
Philipps-University of Marburg, 
Germany

Sociology EMOTIONS AND EMOTIONAL WORK IN THE POLITI-
CAL FIELD: AN ANALYSIS FROM A SOCIOLOGICAL 
PERSPECTIVE FOCUSING ON WORK AND GENDER

Jolissaint, Robin
University of Fribourg, Switzerland

Religious Studies DISRUPTING THE RESKILLING REVOLUTION: 
A SOCIOLOGICAL VANTAGE POINT ON THE FUTURE 
OF WORK

Kastner, Benedikt
University of Hamburg, Germany

Religious Studies THE CONSTRUCTION OF AUTHENTICITY IN MIND-
FULNESS APPS. TRANSCULTURAL PROCESSES OF 
TRANSFORMATION IN RELATION TO THE CONCEP-
TUALIZATION OF BRANDS, CONSUMPTION AND 
SELF-OPTIMIZATION

Krüger, Anne-Maika
Technical University of Berlin, 
Germany

Philosophy ERNST MORITZ ARNDT AND THE GERMAN VOLK. 
A MALE FANTASY AND ITS RECEPTION IN STORM, 
STONE AND SCRIPT

Metze, Miriam
University of Vienna, Austria

Philosophy A CARTOGRAPHY OF BARE LIFE: RETHINKING THE 
EXCLUSION OF THE PLANT HUMAN IN THE LAW OF 
NON-CONTRADICTION WITH GIORGIO AGAMBEN

Moullin, Sophie
Princeton University, USA

Sociology and 
Social Policy

THE SELF IN SOCIO-ECONOMIC STRATIFICATION

Sieber, Judith
Leuphana University of Lüneburg, 
Germany

Cultural Studies THE INVENTION OF THE TIMELINE. A STUDY ON THE 
QUANTIFICATION OF VISION IN THE 18TH-CENTURY

Strack, Laura
Università degli Studi di Palermo, 
Italy

European 
Cultural Studies

TOPOGRAPHIES OF PRECARIOUS THEATRE SPACES 
IN EUROPE 2010–2020

Strumbl, Melanie
University of Bern, Switzerland

Musicology THERAPEUTIC SOUNDS: DIAGNOSTIC CULTURES 
AND ‘SONIC SELF-HELP’

Wyss, Sabrina
University of Lucerne, Switzerland

Sociology NARRATING ADDICTION PREVENTION:
HOW ADDICTION PREVENTION SERVICE PROVIDERS 
CONSTRUCT RISK
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Bárbara Buril 
Federal University of Santa Catarina
Department of Philosophy
Campus Reitor João David Ferreira Lima, Trindade
Florianópolis, Santa Catarina
Brazil

baiburil@gmail.com

LACKING THE SOCIAL: SUBJECTS BETWEEN MISTRUST AND RESENTMENT IN NEO-
LIBERALISM

CV

2019–Present  Fellow doctoral researcher in the Department of Philosophy at the University of 
Lucerne.

2018–Present  Doctorate in Philosophy at Federal University of Santa Catarina.
 Supervisor: Alessandro Pinzani. 

2015–2016  Master in Philosophy at Federal University of Pernambuco. Title: How the image 
that keeps us trapped is formed: the etiological deficit in the diagnosis of social 
pathologies in contemporary critical theory.  Supervisor: Filipe Campello. 

2012–2012  Erasmus Semester at the University of Valladolid, Spain.

2010–2015  Bachelor in Social Communication at Federal University of Pernambuco. Title: 
Visual poetics of connectivity (or how we learned to stop listening and to love 
the noise). Supervisor: José Afonso Silva Jr.

Research Interests: Critical Theory, social and political philosophy, psychoanalysis, philosophy 
of art, aesthetics

Other Interests: literature and cinema

Publications and presentations (selection)

• Buril, Bárbara (2018). «O paradoxo do 'tudo é possível' quando nem tudo é possível: a etiolo-
gia de uma autorrealização organizada». Peri, v. 8, p. 201-221.

• Buril, Bárbara (2018). «Apropriação, articulação e volições de segunda ordem: sobre um su-
jeito de volta a si mesmo». KÍNESIS (MARÍLIA), v. 10, p. 1-12.

• Buril, Bárbara (2018). Patologias da liberdade: problemas das normas ou dos sujeitos? Sapere 
Aude (Belo Horizonte. Impresso), v. 9, p. 268-287.

• Buril, Bárbara (2017). «The end of progress: decolonizing the normative foundations of critical 
theory, de Amy Allen (review)». Constelaciones: Revista de Teoria Crítica, v. 8/9, p. 560-568.
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Dissertation Project: 

Key Words: Critical Theory, neoliberalism, subjectivity, social suffering

In my doctoral research, I start from the hypothesis that neoliberal conception of subject, origi-
nally modern, is responsible for the development of specific social sufferings. From the method 
of immanent critique, it is evidenced what is already shown as problematic in the forms of life 
in question, in order to overcome what seems to be limiting or paradoxical in such ways of liv-
ing. Following this methodological orientation, the research project starts primarily with experi-
ences of suffering that are already manifested in social life, to point out that there is a problem 
in the way subjects conceive their own lives and themselves. In the first part of the research, I 
turn specifically to the sufferings that derive from a denial of the social. Although all pathologies 
and sufferings derive from an unacknowledged blockage, interruption or contradiction in social 
bonds, as the psychoanalyst and critical theorist Christian Dunker points out, some forms of suf-
fering are more clearly manifested as resulting from a denial of the social in the conceptions 
that subjects have of themselves, as it is the case of mistrust and resentment. In the case of 
mistrust, for example, we see a political emotion in its broad sense: as a normative affective 
background capable of guiding relationships. In societies where it is possible to identify a de-
terioration of the social, mistrust seems to be not only socially produced in order to solve the 
problem of social deterioration (even if falsely and metonymically), but also socially productive, 
in the sense that it can also generate individualizing modes of institutional functioning, social 
relations and self-relations.

After the first part of the research, I continue the thesis in the second section, titled "Neoliberal 
subject and its mythological ontologies", to point out some causes for the sufferings presented 
in the first section. The aim is to show the strength of three ideals in the constitution of subjects 
in neoliberal societies. The point here is that neoliberalism will not be understood simply as an 
economic and political project, as it is thought by its well-known ideologues such as Milton Fried-
man and Friedrich von Hayek, but mainly as a set of values immanent to widely accepted and 
encouraged social discourses, identified in self-help books, as Eva Illouz points out, in the mass 
media, in the vocabulary of management and in the therapies aimed at the formation of an emo-
tionally controlled and socially productive subject, as the sociologist Arlie Hochschild has already 
shown. These widely disseminated social discourses demonstrate an oversized notion of au-
tonomy, according to which subjects seem to be able to act and to plan their own lives accord-
ing simply to their own conscious deliberation. These discourses also seem to imply a restricted 
perspective of freedom, usually presented as an absence of coercion, and not as freedom that 
comes only when it takes into account a social background; and they also present a restricted 
idea of self-realization, which is revealed only as material realization.

In the last part of the doctoral research in question, I intend to rescue the potentials of a so-
cial that was neglected in the process of formation of the sufferings presented in the first sec-
tion of work. This section aims pointing out therapeutic paths to these forms of social suffering. 
Through the notions of «exitimity» and «heteronomy» that permeate Lacanian psychoanaly-
sis, but also through the pair subjectivation and assujettissemant, found in the works of Jean 
Laplanche and Judith Butler, this work proposes a more adequate way of thinking the subject. 
The conception of the Lacanian subject, if taken in its complexity, could manifest itself exactly 
as a therapy for the sufferings that result from a socially shared idea that subjects are originally 
possessed, strongly autonomous and free when free from a social. This social is defended here 
as necessary for individual self-realization and that is why it cannot be neglected.
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Humanities and Social Science (Prof. Katharina Liebsch)

Since 2018   German Psychoanalytic Society, DPG, Hamburg. Psychoanalytic Psy-
chotherapy Training

09/2016–02/2018  Akademie für Psychotherapie, Psychosomatik und Psychoanalyse 
(APH), Hamburg, Psychoanalytic Psychotherapy Training and Group 
Analyst Training

02/2011–03/2013   University of Zurich, Switzerland, Master of Science Psychology/Philo-
sophy

09/2007–02/2011  University of Innsbruck, Austria, Bachelor of Science Psychology

Research Interests: Psychoanalysis, Psychoanalytic social psychology, critical theory, ethno-
psychoanalysis

 
Publications

• Tondorf T, Kaufmann L-K, Degel A, Locher C, Birkhäuer J, Gerger H, et al. (2017) Employing 
open/hidden administration in psychotherapy research: A randomized-controlled trial of ex-
pressive writing. PLoS ONE 12(11): e0187400. https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0187400
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Dissertation Project: 

Key Words: capitalism, life conduct, economization, unconsciousness, psychodynamic individual 
and institutionalized defense mechanisms

My PhD thesis, titled «Conduct of life of management consultants as a prototype of postmod-
ern, neoliberal subjects. An empirical study on the effects of economization on life conduct and 
individual and institutionalized psychodynamic mechanism», investigates how management con-
sultants as an ideal type (Max Weber) or ideal ego (Jacques Lacan) of a postmodern subject 
are adopting rules of the neoliberal market as a blueprint for their life (longing for efficiency and 
perfection, commodification of all areas of life and the self, totality of the market). Matters of 
particular interests are what guides management consultants’ action and what supports creat-
ing a sense of meaning of their life and personal identity and self-coherence being affected by 
individual disembedding and calls for economization.

The research is important, as management consultants constitute not only a prototype of a 
postmodern subject; they also act as a role model as they enter numerous firms and states and 
introduce their neoliberal worldviews. A top-down influence of their introduced changes can be 
expected. Contemporary research in the tradition of Critical Theory mainly focuses on the nega-
tive consequences (e.g. weariness of the self) of life conduct under the influence of different as-
pects of capitalism (such as acceleration, longing for perfection, etc.). What guides the individual 
action as originally asked by Max Weber and what supports a particular individual’s creation of 
meaning is left out. 

An additional difficulty I see regarding the «Frankfurt School» and Critical Theory is their strong 
identification with a scientific position critical of capitalism – which tends to limit the interpre-
tation from the beginning. I claim that most researchers identify too much with Critical Theory 
and its advancement and therefore share a number of unconscious conflicts which interfere 
with self-reflection while being confronted with material that they themselves have repressed. 
In combining a psychodynamic and a sociological research perspective, I investigate not merely 
the manifest, but rather the latent justification of action of the subject and how interpersonal 
and institutionalized mechanisms keep the neoliberal ideology in power. 

To understand what needs to be made unconscious in order to sustain western society, a de-
tailed analysis of emotions and the ethic and idiosyncratic unconsciousness are necessary 
(such as fear, guilt, powerlessness, anger).

Therefore, I conducted narrative interviews with mainly Swiss management consultants with dif-
ferent levels of expertise. In addition to the interviews I wrote down a description of each inter-
view scene, my counter transference and feelings about the interview situation.

An Interpretation group led by the depth-hermeneutic method (Alfred Lorenzer) will interpret the 
data.
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Since Feb 2019   PhD Candidate in Philosophy, University of Lucerne.  
Member of the Graduate School of Humanities and Social Sciences and 
Visiting Fellow Program Gender Studies, Interdisciplinary Centre for 
Gender Studies, University of Bern 

09/2014–06/2017  Master of Arts in Political, Legal and Economic Philosophy (PLEP). 
Thesis: The Intersections of Political Obligation; Supervisor: 
Prof. Dr. Markus Stepanians, University of Bern

08/2010–12/2013   Bachelor of Arts in Political Science (Major) and German Studies 
(Major), University of Southern Indiana, Evansville Indiana USA

10/2012–08/2013 Exchange student, University of Osnabrück, Germany

Research Interests: FEMINIST PHILOSOPHY: feminist jurisprudence, feminist political theory, epi-
stemic injustice, social epistemology, intersectionality, gender; LEGAL PHILOSOPHY: critical legal 
theory, normativity, the authority, legitimacy, and morality of law, human rights, collective and 
individual rights, international law; POLITICAL PHILOSOPHY: political obligation, philosophical anar-
chism, liberal values such as: freedom, equality, autonomy, and justice, the relationship between 
values, interests, and rights

Other interests: Listening to too many podcasts, dancing badly at concerts, yelling about femi-
nism, reading fiction featuring women protagonists, enjoying the golden age of television

Publications & Presentations

• «Frauenrechte», Upcoming in, Handbuch Liberalismus, J.B. Metzler Verlag, Stuttgart, Upcom-
ing January 2020

• «Frauen* in der Philosophie sichtbarer machen!», Zeitschrift des Interdisziplinären Zentrums 
Für Geschlechterforschung, Co-authored with Melanie Altanian, September 2018

• «Why Syria Affects Us All,» Op-ed article published in The Shield, University of Southern Indi-
ana (USI), December 2013

• «The Role of the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia in Defining a New Era 
of Justice in International Humanitarian Law», published in the interdisciplinary journal, Amal-
gam USI, August 2012
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Dissertation Project:

Key Words: feminist political, legal theory, rights, liberal rights, liberal theory

Feminist liberals, radical feminists, and critical feminist theorists alike have revealed and cri-
tiqued the historic and ongoing role that liberal rights have played in justifying the structural 
power arrangements in (neo-)liberal societies. They have argued that liberal theorizing on rights 
has and continues to take no critical stance toward the origins, functioning, and implications of 
underlying normative values, methods, and the implications of such theorizing. As such, they ar-
gue that liberal theories of rights fail to take into account how underlying conditions of social 
relations such as: power, and historic and systemic structural and material inequality shape the 
reality in which the discourse of liberal rights theory functions and thereby has and continues 
to facilitate the enduring oppression and domination of women*.1 In response, they have ad-
vanced challenging arguments for how these factors should figure into how one formulates cer-
tain concepts, methodologies, and values fundamental to rights theory such as, but not limited 
to: autonomy, choice, liberty, and care and the underlying nature of interrelation that structures 
relationships between subjects of rights and duties. (Wendy Brown, States of Injury: Power and 
Freedom in Late Modernity, 1995; Claire Chambers, Sex, Culture, and Justice, 2008; Catharine 
MacKinnon, Toward a Feminist Theory of the State, 1989; Lisa Schwartzman, Challenging Liberal-
ism: Feminism as Political Critique, 1999). 

This research project aims to affirm and build upon this work and postulate very situated an-
swers to questions concerning the epistemic cum moral, social, and legal and political role that 
rights can and do play in articulating the language of justice and how women* are conceptual-
ized as subjects thereof (Miranda Fricker, Epistemic Injustice. Power and the Ethics of Knowing, 
2007; Jose Medina, The Epistemology of Resistance: Gender and Racial Oppression, Epistemic In-
justice, and Resistant Imaginations, 2013). As such, it provides a situated exploration, by means 
of several case studies in different legal, political, and social contexts within the Euro-Atlantic 
discourse such as #metoo and sexual harassment, eviction and housing crises, and the legal, 
political, and social discourse surrounding abortion. The main goal is to take these cases and 
think about what role liberal rights theory has or is playing in conceptualizing injustice and the 
normative basis thereof for women* as subjects of rights and to illuminate what rights theory is 
or is not doing in these contexts. By illuminating how the implementation of liberal rights theory 
has functioned in cases particularly salient to women*, I aim to create a contextualized discus-
sion of the potential of liberal rights theory. As such I explore if a theory of rights articulated on 
a different set of normative values, interests, or duties, which are rooted in the reasons women* 
have to value certain goods and states of well-being in light of the structural and material condi-
tions women* face, would take one closer to understanding or realising the potential of liberal 
rights theory. As such this project is a contribution to the process of understanding what liberal 
rights theories can do for women* and feminist political theory and what role a theory of rights 
could or should play in emancipatory, substantive accounts of gender equality – if any at all.

1   Women* or woman* refers to a person or persons, who are socially understood to have certain characteristics identifying 
them as a woman or within the social group of women, and/or identify as a woman or a member of such a social group of 
women, and/or as a member of a gender minority.
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Before embarking on a PhD in anthropology Martina Eberle pursued professional careers in de-
sign, innovation, communications and business development. As a communication designer, 
art director, design manager and project developer she managed trade-shows, exhibitions and 
events developing projects positioned at the intersection of art, design, science and technolo-
gy. Today, she supports a multi-national fin-tech enterprise on its organizational transformation 
journey. This context also serves as the site in which she pursues her research: Embedded as an 
actor in the field she performs critical social inquiry studying processes of economization, finan-
cialization and subjectivation in the globalized corporate workplace.

Martina Eberle received a Diploma in Jewelry and Product Design from the School for Arts and 
Craft Zurich, a Master of Arts in Communication Design from the Bern University of the Arts and 
a Master of Arts in Research on the Arts from the Institute of Social Anthropology at the Univer-
sity of Bern. Further, she holds a joint Executive MBA from the London Business School and the 
Columbia Business School New York.

Research Interests: economic anthropology, anthropology of organizations, anthropology of know-
ledge, anthropology of morals; social studies of finance, critique of capitalism, critique of neolibera-
lism; colonial regimes, algocratic regimes, identity politics, governmentality, disciplinary techniques

Other Interests: craft, skills; design, digital prototyping and manufacturing; creative industries, sus-
tainable investing, social entrepreneurship

Publications & Presentations (Selection):

2019  «Corporate ‘Alignment’ – Constructing Contingency between Ethical Frameworks, Indi-
vidual Conduct, Normative Practices and Operational Standards»; 118th Annual Meeting 
of the American Anthropological Association (AAA), Vancouver, BC, November 20 – 24, 
2019 (forthcoming)

2018  «Evidence of identity – practices of ’measuring culture’ in corporate organizations», 
presented at the Annual Meeting of the Swiss Anthropological Association (SAA), Zurich, 
November 22 – 23, 2018

2018  «‘Alternative Futures’ – Strategies of Temporality in Practices of ‘Speculative Design’»; 
117th Annual Meeting of the American Anthropological Association (AAA), San Jose, CA, 
November 14 – 18, 2018
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2018  «‘Alternative Futures’: When Alterities become Norms – An Exploration of Future Scenar-
ios of ‘Speculative Design’»; Bi-Annual Conference of the European Association of Social 
Anthropologists (easa), Stockholm, August 14 – 17, 2018

2018  «It’s ‘Culture’, Stupid! – Managerial Discourses Situating the ‘Human’ in the Market»; 5th 
Interdisciplinary Market Studies Workshop, Copenhagen Business School, June 6 – 8, 
2018

2017  «Parameterizing and Scaling Social Assets for Strategic and Economic Value»; Annual 
Meeting of the American Anthropological Association (AAA), Washington D.C., November 
29 – December 3, 2017

2016  «The Maker’s Aesthetics, An Analysis of the Design Rhetoric of Digital Models on 3D 
Printing Marketplaces»; Annual Conference of the Gesellschaft für Designgeschichte, 
Duesseldorf, April 29 – May 1, 2016

Dissertation Project: 

Key Words: financialization, subjectivation, identity politics, normative communities, governmen-
tality

In my research I study processes of configuration of labor and laborers in contemporary sys-
tems of capitalist production. I analyze phenomena of economization and financialization and 
focus on the role of knowledge, systems of thought, and cognate objects in processes of sub-
jectivation.

In my PhD research project, ‘Regimes of Harmonization’, I study how members of a workforce of 
a multi-national fin-tech company are conceived and addressed as productive assets. Arguing 
that employees are incorporated as assets of production of sentiment (Illouz Cold Intimacies) 
I study how members of the management and specialized experts recognize members of the 
workforce as producers of emotional labor. I focus on the digital infrastructure and disciplinary 
techniques they deploy to enclose them as generators of a collective identity and as construc-
tors of a normative community. Quantitative techniques, algorithms, and three-dimensional data 
models are used to document and visualize individual sentiment dynamically, thereby instantly 
representing what is referred to by one member of the management as ‘who we are’ in order ‘to 
ensure that everyone knows what is preferred in here and what isn’t’. I argue that these prac-
tices of calculus and cartography are representative of the endurance of colonial regimes, as 
they are used to construct, legitimize and anchor a social order documenting and categorizing 
individual characteristics of specimens in their current yet temporary status to exercise social, 
political, and economic control. I further argue that these practices of mapping sentiment of indi-
viduals are representative of neoliberal forms of identity politics in which the subject is hollowed 
out and the polity deconstructed, as in every act in which social difference is accounted for, it is 
enclosed and as a result annihilated as a democratic means.
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social research

Other interests: Ballet, travelling

Publications & Presentations 

•  Funder, Maria; Hossain, Nina (2019): Intersektionalität im politischen Feld – Zur Beharrungsk-
raft des ‘weißen Mannes’. Eine Mehrebenen-Perspektive, in: Julia Gruhlich; Martin Seeliger 
(ed.): Intersektionalität, Arbeit und Organisation, Weinheim (forthcoming).

•  Friedhoff, Caroline; Hossain, Nina (2016): Partizipation, Migration und Geschlecht – Zur poli-
tischen Partizipation von Frauen mit Migrationshintergrund, in: Elke Wiechmann (ed.): Gender-
politik. Konzepte, Analyse und Befunde aus Wirtschaft und Politik, Baden-Baden.

•  Hossain, Nina et al. (2016): Partizipation – Migration – Gender. Eine Studie über politische Par-
tizipation und Repräsentation von Migrant_innen in Deutschland, Baden-Baden.

•  «Partizipation von Migrant_innen in Politik und Gesellschaft (Participation of migrants in poli-
tics and society)». Talk in the context of the lecture series «Life in the Migration Society», 
VHS Dietzenbach, 2019.

•  «Politik und Heteronormativität. Zur Repräsentanz von Frauen mit Migrationshintergrund in 
kommunalen Räten (Politics and heteronormativity. On the representation of women with a 
migration background in municipal councils)». Talk at the annual conference of the working 
group Local Political Research on «Local refugee and immigration policy between integration 
and conflict», Deutsche Universität für Verwaltungswissenschaften Speyer, 2016.
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Dissertation Project: 

Key Words: Political Field, Emotional Capital, Emotional Work, Gender

In my dissertation I examine the political field from a sociological perspective focusing on work 
and gender in order to learn more about the role of emotions in the context of political work.
On a theoretical level, I primarily refer to Pierre Bourdieu’s theory of practice. In particular, his 
perspective on the political field as well as his concept of habitus and capital are of key impor-
tance here. With the help of feminist political science literature, I extend Bourdieu’s view by put-
ting emphasis on the gendering of the political field. The role of emotions has always been con-
sidered in this context. Therefore, it is not far-fetched to extend the focus on emotions. Following 
the lead of Eva Illouz and Arlie R. Hochschild, I ask if emotional capital is gaining in importance in 
the political field and if politicians have to do emotional work.

To investigate this question, I conducted qualitative interviews with members of the German 
parliament. Promising results are already emerging: It turns out that the accumulation of politi-
cal capital depends strongly on the amount of emotional capital. Only with the help of emotional 
capital politicians are capable to carry out their 'interactive competences', which they need for 
networking and insider relationships as well as for building relationships in general. In order to 
accumulate the emotional capital, politicians do emotional work. In the political field, there are 
two types of emotion work, each oriented to party-specific norms of feelings.

In summary, it can be stated so far that politicians use emotions as a strategic tool to achieve 
political goals. This ensures that emotional capital plays an important role in the political work. 
In addition, the interviews also attest the high significance of intersectional categories. In order 
to accumulate emotional capital, the categories of gender, age, and especially body are decisive. 
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03/2018–03/2018  President of the COMUNDO Youth Jury at the Fribourg International 
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09/2016–08/2017  MSc in Political Sociology at the London School of Economics and Poli-
tical Science (LSE).

08/2015–12/2015 Global Korea Scholarship student at Ewha W. University.

09/2012–03/2016  BA in Sociology of religions and Social anthropology at University of 
Fribourg.

Research Interests: Sociology of work, economic sociology, post-productivism, anti-utilitarist social 
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Other interests: Religion in a globalized world, religion and consumerism, socio-anthropology of 
death, political anthropology, Fridays for Future. 

Publications & Presentations 

•  (2014) «Nos sociétés occidentales et la mort. Entre déni collectif et nouvelles productions 
symboliques. Le cas Frédéric Lenoir.» in Revue du Mauss permanente. [Online]

 http://www.journaldumauss.net/spip.php?page=imprimer&id_article=1095
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Dissertation Project: 

Key Words: Future of work, employment, human labor, production, technology.

Comments and conferences on the future of work are a global trend among international orga-
nizations, think tanks as well as management and human resources practitioners. Witnessing 
the coming on the labor market of high-performance robots, which threaten to become serious 
competitors to human labor, the protagonists of the ‘future of work’ debate seem to find a natu-
ral consensus that will save jobs for the workers: the latter have to upskill and reskill in order to 
become more competitive.

Ever since the second half of the 20th century, the institutional actors who have supported work-
ers have done so by calling for increased ‘recognition’ or ‘capabilities’ both in developed and de-
veloping regions. Today, despite the new turn that ‘work’ might take after the 4th industrial revo-
lution, their discourse remains focused on the same priority. They seem to accept the ‘reskilling 
revolution’ at the condition of accommodating for ‘better work’ and ‘quality work’.

Both positions, I argue, do not seriously consider the new political economy that is emerging in 
digital capitalism. Grounding my argument on an economic theory that has still to be formalized, 
I research the shapes that ‘work’ takes in a post-productivist society/economy.
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04/2013–07/2015 University of Heidelberg, Germany, M.A. Religious Studies.

09/2011–01/2012 University of Bern, Switzerland, exchange semester. 

09/2009–03/2013  University of Heidelberg, Germany, B.A. Religious Studies & Philosophy.

Research Interests: Material religion, religion and/as media, religion and/as technology, Buddhist 
modernism (cf. mindfulness), religion and emotions, religion and/as branding, evangelical faith 
healers.

Publications & Presentations 

• Blog: «Mindfulness Apps», Third Spaces Blog, March 1st, 2019, 
https://thirdspacesblog.com/2019/03/01/mindfulness-apps/

• «The discourse of mindfulness apps and self-transformation», University of Colorado Boulder, 
USA (talk 09/2018)

• «Mindfulness apps in the dynamic of transcultural processes of transformation», University 
of Zurich, Switzerland (talk 04/2019)
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Dissertation Project: 

Key Words: Mindfulness apps, Buddhist modernism, transcultural flows, branding, triple religion 

In my dissertation, I analyze mindfulness apps in connection with the discourse of self-optimiza-
tion. In apps such as «Buddhify» and «The Mindfulness App,» mindfulness is designed different-
ly. The apps reflect various transcultural monopolies of knowledge about mindfulness and about 
meditation. Examples are guided meditations, breathing exercises, body scans, healing sessions, 
etc. Design, sound, and content provide the consumer with a wide range of performative ascrip-
tions of what mindfulness implies and what it does not imply. 

Mindfulness and meditation are no longer to be understood as exclusively Buddhist practices. 
Because of transcultural receptions in the U.S. in the 1970s, mindfulness became a keyword in 
therapeutic and medical treatments as well as in spiritualized discourses. Offered practices and 
beliefs in the apps are connoted differently. Sometimes, spiritualized, religious/Buddhist, thera-
peutic or branded in a way insinuating a particular lifestyle, the terms imply sundry semantics, 
so that the consumers themselves can decide which app optimizes their best according to their 
wishes. 

In my thesis, I examine the production process of mindfulness apps and how producers decide 
how they want to shape mindfulness in their apps authentically. From this point of view, mind-
fulness is significant in elaborating the current dynamic transformations of Buddhist and social 
practices and beliefs. One of my major research questions is how processes of branding con-
struct authenticity in the app. Mindfulness apps constitute a new understanding of Buddhist 
meditation and material culture. My scientific approach comes from a Cultural Studies back-
ground combined with social theory.
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of Rostock (1. Staatsexamen)

Research Interests: Burschenschaften (fraternities), Masculinity, long 19th century, German nati-
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Presentations

•  Panel discussion in Greifswald on fraternities, November 2018. 
•  Von «Muskeljuden» und Satisfaktionsverweigerungen (poster presentation at the University 

of Osnabrück, conference: Geschlecht und Körper in Bewegung), October 2018. (engl: Of «mus-
cle Jews» and denials of satisfaction)

•  ALTE NEUE RECHTE. Deutschtümelei, Männlichkeit und Untertanengeist in Burschenschaften 
(Max-Samuel-Haus Rostock) May 2018. (engl: OLD NEW RIGHT. Germano-mania, masculinity 
and subservience in Burschenschaften)

•  «Und wenn der Mann nicht Waffen trägt (…)» – Die Konstruktion einer deutschen, weh-
rhaften Männlichkeit in Preußen im 19. Jahrhundert, October 2016. (engl: «And in Case Man 
Does not Bear Arms (…)» – The construction of a German fortified masculinity in Prussia in 
the 19th century)

•  Molimina Menstrualia. Kulturgeschichte und -techniken der Menstruation, October 2016. (engl: 
Molimina menstrualia. Cultural history and techniques of menstruation)
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Key Words: Ernst Moritz Arndt, ‘völkisch’, Nation building, genealogy, politics of memory

After many years of discussions in new coalitions at the (Ernst-Moritz-Arndt-)University of Greifs-
wald about the retention or abolition of the university name, the University has only been called 
the University of Greifswald since June 1st, 2018. This discussion revealed the intensification of 
more general antipoles of the topoi Volk, national pride, gender roles, as well as the handling of 
artefacts of German history. These topics have recently been discussed in a broader public since 
the disinhibition of nationalist demonstrators and thinkers as well as the entry of the Alternative 
für Deutschland (AfD) into various parliaments and the ensuing historico-political speeches. The 
identity that is longed for wants to overlook the ruins about which Walter Benjamin wrote in his 
IX. thesis on the concept of history and goes beyond the demands for an end to the historical 
confrontation with German guilt.

In my dissertation on Ernst Moritz Arndt (1769–1860), I would like to focus my view on early 
nationalist ideas and their reception on the basis of these current historical-political discourses 
on Arndt’s person and influence and on the basis of contemporary coquetry of trying to re-con-
notate völkisch as positive. The project further zooms in on Arndt's influence and after-effect. His 
commitment to the creation of a national consciousness and his ‘male fantasy’ – in other words 
his partly successful appeal to the honour of young men – should serve as a lens through which 
to answer my question: What is hidden behind the continuing attractiveness of völkisch ideas 
and feelings and under what historical circumstances do they express themselves excluding 
others or murderous towards those who cannot or do not want to belong to the Volk?

For this purpose, on the one hand a historical view of Arndt’s oeuvre will be taken and on the 
other hand a contextualizing comparison of popular and scientific Arndt-reception and memory in 
the German Empire, the Weimar Republic, the Bonn Republic and the GDR will be made. 

So, what is planned is examining the genealogy of an idea that has become an emotion; an idea 
that motivates to look back, forces to think, provokes to investigate rituals and monuments. Ge-
nealogies tend to be boundless, which is why, in the case of the German Volk, Arndt’s work and 
effect act as a lens enabling viewers to trace back abstract ideas in contact with the concrete 
and to reveal what motivated them to express themselves in friction with the historical context.
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Publications & Presentations

•  «What is his name? ומש המ? An Answer to Martin Heidegger out of Ex 3,14», Judaica Petro-
politana, 10, St. Petersburg/Jerusalem 2019. 25 pages. 

•  Talk at the Conference «Basic Concepts and Categories of Jewish Thought», May 29-31 2019, 
St. Petersburg/Russia.

•  Die Sprache und ihr Schweigen, das Schweigen und seine Sprache. Über das Schweigen im 
Zeugnis mit Martin Heidegger. Vienna: University of Vienna 2019, MA-Thesis. 139 pages. [Lan-
guage and its Silence, Silence and its Language. On Silence in Testimony with Martin Hei-
degger.] 

•  »Das Begehren des Öffentlichen. Analyse des Facebook-Subjekts im Vergleich mit antiken 
Selbsttechnologien», in: Deutungsmacht des Öffentlichen. Vienna: Danzig & Unfried. 15 pages. 

•  «Auf der Suche nach Rettendem. Ethisch-politische Implikationen der Philosophie Giorgio 
Agambens im Dialog mit Martin Heideggers’ Humanismus’-Brief und dem Spiegel-Interview», 
Existentia. Meletai Sophias, XXVII (1-2), 2017, 63-94. [In quest of Salvation. Ethico-political Im-
plications of the Philosophy of Giorgio Agamben in Dialogue with Martin Heidegger’s ‘Human-
ism’-Letter and the ‘Spiegel’-Interview] 

•  «Die apophantische Tautophasis. Eine Querlesung von Heideggers Zeit und Sein und einigen 
Besonderheiten der hebräischen Grammatik», Existentia. Meletai Sophias, XXVI (1-2), Szeged/
Budapest/Frankfurt am Main et al 2016, 2-24. [A Cross-Reading of Heidegger’s Time and Being 
with respect to Peculiarities of the Hebrew Language.]



35

Dissertation Project:  

Key Words: Agamben, Aristotle, bare life, biopolitics, Law of Non-Contradiction

Drawing the lines of ethics after Auschwitz, Giorgio Agamben mentions a vast range of figures 
of sacratio by which sovereignty is being constituted on the ground of the exclusion of subjects 
whose existences are captured as pure zoé, bare life. Considering that today more than 70 milli-
on people are on the run one can easily understand that bare life shows up as one of the most 
fundamental categories of current and future politics. The renewal of the question of possibility 
and quality regarding ethics in times of refugee crisis, climate change and the gap between third 
and first world must start with this question of bare life being produced within the frame of iden-
tity politics and bio-politics. How can we understand figures of bare life from a phenomenological 
perspective?

The rupture of the bio-political event of Auschwitz not only challenges the idea of ethics working 
with traditional notions such as human dignity, rights and responsibility but most importantly 
challenges thinking itself. Following Agamben’s claim that there are at the very least analogies 
between the production of homines sacri and occidental metaphysics, I want to draw attention 
to the subject being excluded in the Aristotelian elenctic proof of the Law of Non-Contradiction. 
According to Aristotle the plant human who keeps silent or speaks in contradictory terms (Met. 
1006a-1007a) is rather a vegetable than a human being. By his/her existence questions are to 
be raised concerning the philosophical implications of discourses of exclusion. 

My aim is to issue a cartography of this bare life being excluded and included at once in this 
most fundamental law of thinking. By understanding the very place of the exclusion of the plant 
human I want to depict the metaphysical foundations of bio-politics and at the same time draw 
attention to game-changing factors in revisions of the latter. Key aspects of this kaleidoscopic 
study will be (1) language and its relation to silence under the scope of Heideggerian sigetics; 
(2) potentiality and its negativity towards actuality as suggested by Agamben’s reinterpretation 
of Aristotle; (3) identity as implicating a difference in Hegel and Heidegger, leading to an analy-
sis of the concept of coincidentia oppositorum and (4) Heidegger’s rereading of Peri hermeneias, 
which challenges the unambiguity of denoting in Aristotle, a chief factor in the Law of Non-Cont-
radiction.

Exploring the circumstances under which the plant human is being excluded by and within ratio-
nality does not aim at setting up a completely different or autonomous alternative to the Law of 
Non-Contradiction but rather leads to a deconstructive reading of metaphysical principles. Thus 
the very situation of the opponent in the elenctic proof of the Law of Non-Contradiction (to which 
no contradiction is permissible) makes plausible the specific horizon in which ethics was to be 
situated according to Agamben. Besides the attempt to systematize Agamben’s work by focusing 
it to the question of ethics, my thesis can be read as a contribution to the discussion of one 
of the greatest scandals of philosophy, i.e. Martin Heidegger’s sympathy for National Socialist 
politics, by sketching possible relations and affiliations between thinking and discourses of ex-
clusion. 
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•  Why Progressives Should be Pro-Family (Political Quarterly, 2012)



37

Dissertation Project:  

Key Words: self, stratification, class, earnings inequality, culture

What worth has self-worth? Is work on the self valued at work? Does the way we think and feel 
about ourselves affect our economic outcomes? And if it does, what are the consequences of 
this for socio-economic inequality – and for the health of the self? These are the questions I ask 
in my dissertation.
 
In the introductory chapter, The Human in Human Capital, I update the intellectual history of hu-
man capital theory focusing on its recent expansion into the realm of «non-cognitive skills», and 
its relationship to public ideas of character, merit and deservingness.

In the second chapter, Feeling Unequal, I ask whether childhood self-concept is a mechanism 
through which social class status is transmitted across generations. I elaborate and empirically 
examine Illouz’s proposition that particular, popular conceptions of selfhood provide a means to 
access an ‘emotional capital’ valued in the contemporary economy, and that the self is ‘the most 
deeply embodied aspect of the habitus’. I consider ten year olds’ subjective assessment of their 
self-mastery and self-worth, and how this relates to both traditional assessments of cognitive 
ability (intelligence) and teacher assessments of bodily self-control, in accounting for the inter-
generational transmission of class. I argue that low self-evaluation is not only what Sennett and 
Cobb called a ‘hidden injury’ of class inequality, but an oft-hidden mechanism by which it is re-
produced.

In the third chapter, Because I’m Worth It, I semi-inductively identify an «entrepreneurialism of 
the self» among adults in the contemporary United States, and show its variation by race, class, 
gender, and generation. I then consider whether this self-entrepreneurialism helps account for 
earnings inequalities within and between occupations, and by education, race, gender, and co-
hort. All economic valuation, Jens Beckert has gone as far to say, is fictional: there is a story 
as well as a science to it. Beckert is thinking at macro level, in how people price companies and 
currencies. I suggest this also operates at a micro level, in how people price people.

In a fourth chapter, Economics on the Couch, I ask how people’s sense of self, revealed in the 
process of self-reflection in private therapy sessions, relates to their economic lives. Using 
1,700 transcripts of recent psychotherapy sessions in Massachusetts, USA, I access the self as 
a process – the dialogue, as George Mead saw it, between a social self, and the response to it. 
A structural topic model of client speech in these therapy sessions shows that economic issu-
es are a common topic, central to other topics including intimate relationships. Computational 
socio-linguistic analysis shows men and women use primal, emotional, as well as conceptual and 
instrumental, language when discussing personal economic issues. A close qualitative reading of 
therapy sessions in which economic topics dominate suggests clients have a common self-ex-
pectation of being a rational, autonomous, competitive person. Yet, a common cause of psychic 
distress is clients’ failure to feel like they are such a person. Conflicted selves heard in therapy, 
I argue, reflect contradictions within dominant contemporary economic culture; contradictions in 
which the integrity, and the health, of the self is at stake.
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•  «From Models to Monsters. Representing the World Economy and its Discontents», Workshop, 
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•  «Dynamic Principles. Transdisciplinary Perspectives on Cultural Dynamics», Workshop, Nov. 
13th, 2015, Humanities Center, Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore
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Key Words: diagrams, time, Enlightenment, statistics, Biopolitics

In my research I focus on a moment of change in the depiction of time: in the second half of the 
18th century the timeline began to replace other modes of depicting time, such as tables. Within 
some decades the timeline-based diagram established a new visual principle based on quantifi-
cation, comparison and rationalization that soon became a normative concept in perceiving and 
structuring reality still prevalent today. Moreover, by choice of its objects of presentation it af-
fected people’s imaginations, self-perceptions as well as ideas of knowledge transfer. Time beca-
me to be regarded as a linear timeline, people’s lives changed to life-spans as comparable linear 
lines, and economics to visual statistics indicating a future.

In the 18th century, diagrams started to depict history, people’s lives, or statistics in a new and 
unknown way and thereby established a new relationship with their beholders through the logic 
of efficiency, of seeing «at a single glance». These infographics – as they are called today – 
were related to ideas of French and Scottish Enlightenment and therefore also proclaimed ideas 
of knowledge and society. Compared to earlier diagrams, they were addressing the public rather 
than a Sovereign and they were trying to establish a critical attitude towards the government. 
On the other hand, diagrams became important instruments in  the establishment of Liberalism 
as well as Biopolitics as a new mode of governmental control over society in the 19th century. 
By focusing on three diagrams alongside their pamphlets my dissertation will show the genealo-
gy of the timeline in diagrams as well as paradoxes within this visual concept, like an inner tensi-
on between a logic of quantification and linearity of time in the (visual) form and the concept of 
epistemology of efficiency. 
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•  Strack, Laura, «Einübung in das Denken. Gérard Granels ‘Introduction’ zu seiner Übersetzung 
von Martin Heideggers Was heißt Denken?», in: Literaturübersetzen als Reflexion und Praxis, 
eds. Vera E. Gerling/Belén Santana López, Tübingen: Narr 2018, pp. 108–124.

•  Strack, Laura, «Frühling ohne Opfer. Laurent Chétouanes Sacré Sacre du printemps», in: Das 
Theater der Ruhrtriennale. Die ersten sechzehn Jahre, eds. Guido Hiß/Robin Junicke/Monika 
Woitas/Sarah Heppekausen, Oberhausen: ATHENA 2018, pp. 295–300.
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•  Strack, Laura, Spectres of the Common. The ‘Italian Theatre Spring’ in the Context of Global So-
cial Movements [Talk given at the congress of the Theatre and Performance Research Associa-
tion TAPRA], Bristol 2016.
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Key Words: Theatre, Space, Institutional Critique, Political Theory, Community, Chorus

Placed at the intersection of theatre, philosophy and political theory, my dissertation project 
explores to what extent theatre as an institution, social practice, and art form participates in 
the political, economic and social challenges Europe has to face in the 21st century and in what 
ways it contributes to developing critical impulses that hint at the possibility of a non ideolo-
gically grounded living together. The central thesis is that theatre nowadays reveals itself as a 
material, discursive and aesthetical space the structural characteristics of which enable it to re-
ceive, reproduce and reflect the contemporary quest for post-foundational community building, 
alternative modes of production and a general ecology of sense. It seems that theatre in Europe 
nowadays tends to increasingly give up its ‘modern’ function of representing bourgeois identity 
in order to instead provide spaces in which sociality, relationality and precarity (Judith Butler) 
can unfold as the existential conditions of our Being-in-the-World.

Taking up Isabell Lorey’s observation that «the communicative quest for the common» as well 
as the «invention of new ways of composition and organization» have recently taken place not 
so much «in political or university contexts, but rather in cultural institutions and social cen-
ters», I visit and analyze seven newly created theatre spaces in Italy, Germany, Denmark, Po-
land, Macedonia, Belgium and Greece, where aesthetic practice and political thinking combine to 
form unusual institutional and para-institutional constellations. On the basis of these case stu-
dies, which I carefully document and portray through texts from aesthetic and political theory, 
I discuss several questions that, although brought up in very specific geographic, political and 
cultural contexts, might reveal useful for a diagnostics of the present and for an innovative and 
complex understanding of theatre:

How can theatre make existing power constellations visible, criticizable and changeable? To what 
extent does theatre give place to precarious processes of subjectivation? In what ways does 
theatre produce alternative forms of sociality which can be described neither as collective iden-
tities nor as accumulation of singularities? Thus exploring the relationship between theatre and 
politics in the present constellation, I try to develop an affirmative attitude towards theatre as a 
space of being-with (Jean-Luc Nancy) the «choric» legacy of which outlasts its historical instru-
mentalizations through signifiers such as class, capital, people and nation. 
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•  2018 STRUMBL, Melanie: «Voice, Affect, Grain. Their Relevance in Bodily Aesthetic Experience 
and Popular Singing Styles», in: Cultural History 7/2 (2018), p. 205–225. 

•  2017 STRUMBL, Melanie: Patriarchaler Wohlklang – feministische Misstöne, Saarbrücken: Aka-
demiker Verlag 2017 (Reihe Geisteswissenschaften).

•  2018  Voicing Cultures, Cultural Voices. 13th Annual Conference of the ICTM Ireland, Limerick, 
23–24 February 2018, University of Limerick. Title of Paper: «Affect, Timbre, Grain. Their Inter-
play and Relevance for the Aesthetic Experience of Voice in Popular Music». 
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•  2017  Annual Conference of the International Society for Cultural History 2017 «Senses, Emo-
tions, and the Affective Turn. Recent Perspectives and New Challenges in Cultural History», 
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sical) Bodies».

•  2016  Annual Conference of the Austrian Musicological Society. Title of paper: «Shifting the 
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Post-Doc Project: 

Key Words: Diagnostic/Therapeutic Cultures, Self-Help, Psychology, Neuroscience, Sound Studies

It seems that psychiatric diagnoses have become an epistemology in modern society regula-
ting human behavior and common human suffering. Every kind of emotional distress, crisis, or 
hardship can supposedly be traced back to mental disorders. We live in a so-called «diagnostic» 
or «therapeutic culture» where depression, ADHD, or antisocial personality disorders (e.g., NPD, 
BPD, or sociopathy) are not only being diagnosed but are also responsible for a large portion 
of the population to fail at (romantic) relationships or having trouble with coping in other areas 
of life. Have societal changes and social structures put so much strain on people’s psyche that 
they have started to suffer from psychiatric illnesses and are hence a symptom of modern soci-
ety? Or does therapeutic culture have an iatrogenic effect on people by initially diagnosing them 
with disorders and mental diseases?

Today, for psychiatric ailments like ADHD, specific technologies such as apps have been deve-
loped to help people cope with their condition and organize their lives. This project, in particu-
lar, wants to take a look at therapeutic trends under the self-help industry from a musicological 
perspective, investigating sounds like, for instance, binaural beats and brainwave entrainment 
that offer sonic or auditory «cerebral self-help», a term that was coined by psychologist Audun 
Roald in 2012. Furthermore, I would also like to shift focus on the industries which create and 
sell sound therapy. Ultimately, the project will aim towards bringing together different perspecti-
ves from different fields (neuroscience, psychology, musicology, sociology, and cultural studies) 
to further investigate the self-treatment of psychiatric conditions via specifically designed thera-
peutic sounds. 
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Key Words: Addiction Prevention, New Institutionalism, Organizational Narratives, Ethnography

In the literature on addiction prevention, there is a tendency to critique current prevention pro-
grams – e.g. for being too abstinence oriented, for not reaching out to risk groups, or for lacking 
a basis in scientific evidence. This tendency, to critique programs and to demand amelioration, is 
inherent to the nature of prevention itself. The task of prevention is to avoid potential problems 
from happening in the future by intervening in the present. Paradoxically, action is required even 
though the problem has not (yet) occurred, since the future cannot be foreseen. Prevention thus 
means anticipating future problems by measuring its probabilities – and thereby turning danger 
into risk. However, since there is no certainty, there is always the need for more knowledge and 
hence for better prevention programs.

This highly contingent constitution of prevention poses the question how addiction prevention 
programs are shaped. In Switzerland, addiction prevention is under full jurisdiction of the (fede-
ralist) State. Addiction prevention service providers operate at the local level, and often create 
their own programs. These service providers are regularly the targets of critique. But much like 
in other fields of social work the discourse tends to oscillate between the critical diagnoses of 
the present and a close-up look at professional practices. What is left out is the organizational 
context.

Following new institutional theories of organizations, I argue, it is crucial to look at the organiza-
tional level in order to understand why some scientific evidence and political demands prevail, 
while others do not. Particularly the narrative approach in institutional theory has shown that or-
ganizations do not simply adopt cultural accounts: Institutional stories travel across social levels 
and are translated into organizations.

My dissertation project thus aims to explore these translations in Swiss addiction prevention 
service providers. In order to understand how risk for addiction is constructed at the local level, 
I study the dominant narratives and how these narratives shape organizational decisions on pre-
vention programs and interventions.

The organizational realities are examined by means of an ethnographic approach. So far, I spent 
six months at an addiction prevention service provider. I observed its every day work life, had 
discussions and formal interviews with all the employees and the division manager, and collec-
ted internal documents. 
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