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Making Sense of Surrogate Decision-Making in Medical
Contexts
A worskhop with Prof. Dr. Daniel Brudney, University of Chicago
Distinguished Guest:

Prof. Dr. Daniel Brudney
Professor of Philosophy, University of Chicago

Date/Room:
Registration/Contact:

Wednesday, April 20, 2016, 9:15 am – 12.30 pm, Room HS 2
Registration deadline: 4. April 2016
The number of participants is limited. To register or for further information,
please contact gsl@unilu.ch
The standard moral basis for surrogate decision-making, at least in the United
States, is empirically suspect, conceptually misguided, and, at times, beset with
a practical dilemma. Philosophically, it is an amalgam of ideas deriving from
Immanuel Kant, John Stuart Mill, and Aristotle; here, we need more conceptual
clarity. Moreover, in practice the medical team is sometimes confronted by the
problem of the surrogate who refuses to make decisions, and so impedes proper treatment of the patient; here, we need a bit of institutional change.
Historically, the rules for surrogate decision-making were an afterthought of
the transition from physician paternalism to patient autonomy. Those rules are
supposed to link the concept of autonomy to a treatment decision for a patient
who cannot decide for herself. Unfortunately, a key alleged link – asking “What
would the patient choose?” – cannot, logically, do this job. A different value – I
call it authenticity – can play a role where autonomy cannot, but it brings us
into a philosophically different world, one that fits not with Kant but with the
Aristotelian idea of promoting the patient’s best interests.
Even this value – the patient’s best interests – is sometimes qualified by a moral
value that the standard view does not acknowledge, namely, the family’s interests. However, we cannot attempt to find criteria for properly taking the family’s interests into account until we accept the moral relevance of those interests at the bedside. And determining how to incorporate those interests may
also help with responding, in a useful way, to the surrogate who refuses to decide.
This workshop is aimed at doctoral students and post-docs.
GSL members: The workshop is assessed as a course teaching academic skills in
methodological or theoretical aspects (see Guidelines for the Doctoral Regulations).
Prof. Daniel Brudney
Tuesday, 19 April 2016, 5.15 pm – 6.45 pm | Room 3.B52
“Making Sense of Surrogate Decision-Making in Medical Contexts”
All interested parties are welcome
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