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Introduction
Background
Despite the good results on childhood cancer treatment
with high survival rates and decreasing mortality in
1-3
developed countries , still around 20% of children with
cancer die, requiring palliative-end of life care and
bereavement care for their families.
Recommendations to implement palliative services for
life-threatening diseases as Cancer have been published by
4-7
international organizations as the WHO , nevertheless
it is not officially known whether these recommendations
have been implemented and what services are available in
Switzerland and all Europe.
Aim
To explore the characteristics of paediatric palliative care
(PPC) at the end-of-life (EOL), in particular bereavement
services, which are offered to patients and family
members in specialized paediatric oncology centres in
Europe (cross-sectional survey).
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Methods
179 paediatric
institutions in
22 European
countries

Healthcare professionals
working in the field of
palliative care in paediatric
oncology centres across
Europe

Cross-sectional online
survey 8,9 adapted

Questionnaire

Two
reminders
will be sent
after the
first e-mail

Will explore

Availability and
access: PPC services
for childhood cancer
patient and parents.

Clinic characteristics:
patient frequency,
description of staff
and cancer diagnoses.

Bereavement services:
the services provided
to parents, siblings or
other family members
before and after the
death of a child.

Socio-demographic
characteristics:
professional
background, age, sex.

Data analysis:
Descriptive
analyses with chi2tests for most
outcomes. Linear
and logistic
regression will be
used to evaluate
associations
between different
outcomes and
clinic
characteristics.

A database of experts from institutions with
paediatric oncology/haematology clinics in a
previous study on follow-up care has been
already established. This database will enable us
to locate and invite experts responsible for
palliative care in their institution.

An invitation will be sent to complete an
online password-protected questionnaire to
our contact person (paediatric oncologist) at
each institution

Conclusion
Importance of paediatric palliative care has been emphasized
lately. International organizations such as the WHO have
considered it as a priority and an ethical responsibility of all
health systems. Our aim is to explore how end-of-life care and
bereavement services are provided at paediatric oncology
centres in Europe, with the hope of future improvements
regarding on results.
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