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The following document is an English translation of the original and binding German language version of the document Wegleitung zur 

Studien- und Prüfungsordnung für den Masterstudiengang «Master of Science in Health Sciences» 

Guidelines to the Study and Examination Regulations for the 

Master’s Program “Master of Science in Health Sciences” 

valid from: August 1st, 2022 

The departmental assembly, 

based on § 6 of the study and examination regulations for the Master’s program "Master of Science in Health 

Sciences" (“MSc Health”) of the Department of Health Sciences and Medicine (“the Department”) of the 

University of Lucerne dated 26 June 20191, 

states: 

I. General Provisions 

§ 1 Admission requirements 

1 Prerequisite for admission to the MSc Health without requirements is the successful graduation from a 

university Bachelor's degree or from a study program with an equivalent higher academic degree in one of 

the following fields of study: 

Category health, medicine, sports 

Human medicine, dental medicine, veterinary medicine, nursing sciences, pharmaceutical sciences, public 

health, health sciences and technology, movement and sport sciences 

Category law and economics 

Business administration, economics, law 

Category humanities and social sciences 

Political science, sociology, communication and media sciences, ethnology, psychology, behavioral 

sciences, special needs education, philosophy 

Category natural sciences, mathematics and computer science 

Biology, biochemistry, biotechnology, chemistry, geography, environmental sciences, physics, 

neurosciences, mathematics, informatics, computational sciences, business information systems 

2 Admission to the MSc Health without requirements from further university Bachelor's programs or from a 

study program with an equivalent higher academic degree is possible after an equivalence review, provided 

that the field of study is comparable to paragraph 1 and at least 60 Cr points have been acquired within the 

field of study named in paragraph 1. The study and examination board of the Department is responsible for 

conducting the equivalence review. 

3 Admission to the MSc Health with a Bachelor's certificate from other university programs or with a 

Bachelor's certificate from a recognized Swiss university of applied sciences (Fachhochschule) is possible if 

the field of studies is comparable to paragraph 1. Admission imperatively requires additional 20 to 60 

credits and may be connected to proof of specific knowledge. 
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4 For degrees from universities of applied sciences from other countries with existing bilateral agreements on 

equivalences in the tertiary sector, the provisions pursuant to paragraph 3 apply. Admission to the MSc 

Health is not possible with degrees from other foreign universities of applied sciences or with degrees from 

universities that are not recognized or accredited. 

II. Program Structure and Requirements 

§ 2 Program structure 

1 The MSc Health consists of a basic and an in-depth program and comprises 120 Cr. 

2 The basic studies consist of the following compulsory modules: 

− Principles of Health Sciences (30 Cr) 

− Advanced Research Methods (12 Cr) 

− Academic and Professional Skills (6 Cr) 

3 The in-depth studies contain:  

− the specialization area (Majors) (30 Cr)  

− a research internship (18 credits) 

− the Master’s thesis and oral Master’s examination (24 Cr) 

4 The modules can contain several courses as well as assignments. Within the modules, courses may be 

mandatory or elective. Detailed information about the module components as well as the respective forms of 

assessment are published prior to the start of the semester in the course catalog of the university and on the 

Department’s communication platform. 

§ 3  Majors and Majors choice 

1 The following Majors can be chosen in the in-depth studies: 

− Health Communication 

− Health and Social Behavior 

− Health Economics and Policy 

− Health Services Research 

− Health Data Science 

2 Only one Majors can be chosen in the in-depth studies. The Majors choice must be indicated and is final 

with the application for the Master’s procedure. 

§ 4  Basic program requirements (48 Cr) 

1 The basic module Principles of Health Sciences (30 Cr) consists of the following compulsory courses which 

are always offered in the autumn semester: 

− Human Functioning Sciences (6 Cr) 

− Health Systems and Services (6 Cr) 

− Basics in Clinical Medicine (6 Cr) 

− Basic Research Methods (6 Cr) 

− Introduction to Public Health (6 Cr) 

2 The basic modules Advanced Research Methods (12 Cr) and Academic and Professional Skills (6 Cr) 

include several courses which are offered in the autumn or spring semester and from which students can 

select freely. 

§ 5  In-depth program requirements (72 Cr) 

1 The Majors requires the completion of 30 Cr consisting of 

a. Mandatory courses of the chosen Majors (21 Cr) 

b. Free elective courses from the entire course offer of the Majors (9 Cr) 
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2 The research internship comprises at least 400 working hours. 

3 The Master’s procedure comprises 24 Cr, consisting of 

a. a Master’s thesis (18 Cr) 

b. an oral Master’s examination (6 Cr) 

§ 6  Term papers 

1 Within specifically announced courses of the in-depth program, additional credits accountable in the Majors 

can be acquired through term papers. 

2 A passed term paper is assessed with 3 Cr. 

3  A maximum of two term papers can be credited within the in-depth program according to § 5 paragraph 1b. 

§ 7 Additional achievement 

Additional achievements can be completed from the other courses offered in the in-depth program, from other 

courses offered by the Department or courses offered by other faculties. These are listed as additional 

achievements on the transcript of records. 

III. Master’s Procedure  

§ 8  Registration for the Master’s procedure 

1 Registration for the Master’s procedure must be done at the Department (Study Center) by submission of a 

supervision agreement and requires: 

a. Specification of the primary reviewer and secondary reviewer of the Master’s thesis. 

b. Indication of the topic, 

c. further information on the supervision of the Master’s thesis, 

d. indication of the Majors in which the MSc Health is completed. 

2 The registration for the Master’s procedure can be submitted at all times. Separate deadlines apply to the 

submission of the Master’s thesis and the oral Master’s examination. 

3 The registration for the Master’s procedure is binding. In individual cases, the study and examination board 

may approve a written, justified request for withdrawal of the registration. The request for withdrawal must 

be submitted within one month after the registration deadline for the Master’s procedure. If the reasons are 

accepted, the withdrawal is dealt with as if the student was never registered. 

§ 9  Master’s thesis 

1 The topic of the Master’s thesis is provided by the first reviewer in agreement with the candidate. The topic 

and conceptual formulation must be defined in a way that the Master’s thesis can be completed within a 

suitable period of time. 

2 Generally, the Master’s thesis must be written in English. 

3 The Master’s thesis must be submitted to the Department (Study Center) within the deadline in digital form. 

For graduation in the spring semester, the Master’s thesis must be submitted by 15 April at the latest, for 

graduation in the autumn semester by 15 October at the latest. 

4 The Master’s thesis must include a written statement in which the candidate assures that she or he has 

compiled her or his thesis in all parts independently, that no other than the resources and tools indicated 

were used, and that the Master’s thesis has not been submitted previously elsewhere. 

5 The specific regulations for the Master’s thesis are determined in the Guidelines Master’s Thesis and are 

published through the Department’s communication platform. 
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§ 10  Repeating a failed Master’s thesis 

1 According to § 30 paragraph 2 of the study and examination regulation, revised and finally failed Master’s 

thesis may be repeated at most once upon approval by the study and examination board. A new topic must 

be chosen according to § 9 paragraph 1. Re-registration for the Master’s procedure is not necessary. The 

deadlines according to § 9, paragraph 3 apply. 

2 On request of the candidate, a different primary as well as a different secondary reviewer can be determined 

for the repetition of the Master’s thesis. 

§ 11  Oral Master’s examination 

1 The oral Master’s examinations take place during the examination sessions of the Department and as a 

prerequisite the Master’s thesis must have been passed. The exact date of the oral Master’s examination and 

the examiners are communicated to the candidate in due time by the study and examination board. 

2 The oral Master’s examination consists of a presentation of the Master’s thesis (max. 10 min.) as well as 

questions about the Master’s thesis, topics of the Majors program and about the principles of health sciences 

in general. The duration of the oral Master’s examination is a maximum of 60 minutes in total. 

3 The oral Master’s examination is generally conducted in English. 

4 The oral Master’s examination is conducted by two professors as examiners and takes place with the 

participation of an observer. 

5 The examiners determine the grade directly after the oral Master’s examination. The observer must be heard 

before the examination grade is determined. 

6 The main topics and results as well as start and end of the oral Master’s examination and the examination 

grade must be written down in a protocol which must be signed by the reviewers and the observer. 

§ 12  Repeating a failed oral Master’s examination 

1 A failed oral Master’s examination may be repeated on request to the study and examination board no more 

than once within two weeks of the first attempt. 

2 The exact date for the retry of the oral Master’s examination is communicated to the candidate by the study 

and examination board. 

§ 13  Cheating and invalidity 

1 If the candidate has cheated in the Master’s thesis or oral examination, and if this becomes known only after 

awarding the degree, the study and examination board may retrospectively correct the grade of the 

assessment in which the candidate was cheating accordingly and declare the examination as failed. 

2 If the conditions for the admission to the Master’s procedure were not met without the candidate’s intent to 

deceive and if this fact becomes known only after the degree has been awarded, this deficiency is generally 

remedied by passing the examination. The study and examination board may make a different decision. If 

the candidate has intentionally obtained the admission unlawfully, the study and examination board has the 

right to declare the Master’s procedure as failed. 

§ 14  Archiving and access to examination records 

1 After expiry of the appeal period, the documentation of the Master’s procedure as well as a copy of the 

Master’s thesis are archived. 

2 After completing the Master’s procedure, the candidate is granted access to the protocol of the oral Master’s 

examination within one year. The candidate receives a copy of the assessment of the Master’s thesis 

together with the certificate. 
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IV. Research Internship 

§ 15  Character of the research internship and organization 

1 The research internship is a mandatory part of the MSc Health and is designed to give students an insight 

into the practice of health sciences. 

2 The earliest start of the research internship is in the second semester. 

3 The Department supports the organization of research internships by operating an internship platform on 

which employers can advertise internship positions. In addition, research internships can be organized 

independently by the candidate. The study and examination board decides on the crediting. The application 

for crediting must be submitted by the candidate before the internship is accepted. 

4 The specific regulations on the research internship are determined in the Guidelines Research Internship and 

are published on the Department's communication platform. 

§ 16  Research internship and Master’s thesis 

The Master’s thesis is usually based on the content of the research internship. An internship provider may 

compulsory require the combination of the research internship with a Master’s thesis. Details are specified in 

an agreement between the internship provider and the student. 

V. Final Provisions 

§ 17  Entry into force 

These guidelines enter into force on August 1st, 2022. They must become publicly available. 

 

§ 18  Transitional provisions 

Students who started their studies in the MSc Health before the autumn semester 2022 complete their studies 

under the Guidelines to the study and examination regulations for the Master’s program “Master of Science in 

Health Sciences” dated September 27, 2021. A change to the study structure subject to these guidelines is not 

possible. 

 

 

Lucerne, August 1st, 2022  

In the name of the departmental assembly:  

Prof. Gerold Stucki, MD 

Head of Department 


